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2019-2020 Officers 

Exalted Ruler—Steve Conway  214.762.0031 

Leading Knight—Jeff McHargue 214.690.5396 

Loyal Knight—Julie North 

 214.802.5095  

Lecturing Knight—Steve Kennedy 214.777.2679 

Secretary—Kim McDermott 972.523.5508  

Treasurer—Dick Reed  214.566.7309 

Inner Guard—Lewis Rosenberry 309.337.4452 

Tiler—Mary Merendino  214.321.9679  

Chaplain—Tracy Settimi  

 214.729.4469 

Esquire—Shane Kennett 

 214-629-8101  

5-Year Trustee—Bob North     214.384.7008 

4-Year Trustee—Andy Meagher        214.498.9458 

3-Year Trustee—Doit Lee PER      469.222.5841 

2-Year Trustee—Jaime Garner 214.458.8949 

1-Year Trustee—John Belew PER   972.329.2187 
 

Committees 
Activities Committee Chair—Steve Conway 

Drug Awareness—Steve Conway 

Hoop Shoot—Chris Matthews 

Public Relations—Judy Stump 

Community Activities—Ashley Miller 
 

Fraternal Committee Chair—Judy Stump 

Americanism—Tim Miller 

Flag Day— 

Indoctrination— 

Investigation—Gary Hutchison 

Membership—Tracy Settimi 

Elks Memorial—Russell Scott 

Elks National Foundation—Cynthia Cubit 

Veterans Services—Andy Meagher 
 

Auditing & Accounting Committee Chair— 

Presiding Justice—Scott Wallace 

Mediator—Gregg Eleeson 

House Committee Chair—Mary-Helen Chaplin 

Pool Committee Chair—Brandon Buchanan 

Judiciary Committee—Scott Wallace 

Veterans Remembrance—Andy Meagher 

Interlodge Committee Chair—Julie North 

Bingo Committee Chair—Steve Conway 

Accident Prevention—Jeff McHargue 

Communication—Judy Stump  

Elks Press Editor—Larra Keel 

Have comments or suggestions about the 

ElksPress? Contact Larra Keel at 

214.960.0610 or larrakeel@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Message from Exalted Ruler Steve Conway 

As the August newsletter goes to press, we are still waiting to reopen 

the Lodge. Hopefully, we will be open in some capacity very soon. 

When we reopen, we need you to support the Lodge through food 

sales, as we will be serving food in the evenings to help capture 

revenue lost over the past four months. I hope that after the pool 

season, we can continue to serve food throughout the year—but we 

can’t do it without your support.  

The Lodge business model has changed in dealing with COVID-19. Wear those masks, 

keep others safe, and they will do the same. We are all in this together, and together we will 

come out stronger as a lodge. If you have any ideas to aid in the recovery of lost revenue, 

please don't hesitate to let me know.  Have a great August and stay safe. 

Esteemed Leading Knight—Jeff McHargue 

Scatter-shooting from the executive suite of the Lodge...    

As August dawns upon us, I look around our Lodge and wonder if 

we’ll survive 2020, "the year of the COVID." We remain shuttered 

except for essential personnel to maintain Lodge functions. I look 

back at the fun events and activities we have held here over the past 

100 years, the fellowship we shared with our friends and fellow Elks, and I am certain 

beyond a doubt that we will get through this together. I see Brandon and the pool 

committee keeping our pool up and running, providing a cooling retreat, and my fellow 

Elks pulling together to help each other. I see Mary-Helen and the house committee 

working tirelessly to maintain a semblance of normalcy. I see Tracy and the membership 

committee still bringing in new members each month. I see Elks doing what elks do, 

working together helping others. I want to say in these trying times, I am proud to be a 

Dallas Elk.  

Special prayers this month to Ben Phillips on the next step in his career and to former first 

dude Kent Stump. Be safe my friends.  

Esteemed Loyal Knight—Julie North 

I can only wish and hope that we will be able to open our Lodge soon.  

I have sat down more in the last four months than I have ever in my 

life, and my backside hurts and has calluses. The good thing is, when I 

get bored I go into the kitchen and create new recipes to try on you all 

when we open. Thank goodness we have the pool; however, no money 

is coming in to support our Lodge.  

We are looking for volunteers to mow, weed, and clean up trash. If anyone can spare a few 

hours in the morning, Steve Kennedy (who does most of the work outside) and I would 

appreciate your help in keeping the outside of the Lodge looking nice. 

Please stay safe, have patience, and live your life and love your life for today.  

Esteemed Lecturing Knight — Steve Kennedy 

Virtually speaking, everything is virtual or digital nowadays, from 

Lodge meetings and  initiation, to shopping and even dating. 

Fortunately, our Lodge has a swimming pool and five grills. There’s 

nothing like kids running around laughing and the smell of burgers 

wafting through the air, so get online and make a reservation to 

swim, grill, or just decompress from the virtual world. 
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1 Jody Jones 

3  Brandon Hall 

 Ricky Minoski 

4  John H. Davis 

 Gary Hutchison 

 Scott Kolodziej 

 Anna Currin 

5 Amber Butler 

6 Sara Carter 

7  Milton G. Bishop 

 Eric Dykes 

8  Bianca Dulaney 

 Harold Renfro 

9 Donald C. Wellman 

10  Allen Everts 

 Sara Jutton 

11  Bill Rackley 

 Judy Stump 

12  Courtney Brown 

 Mark Hensel 

 Denise Jones 

14  Andy Meagher 

 Stephanie Slota 

 James Van Well 

15  Keith McCulloh 

 Mindy Rowland-Hess 

16  Mason Aldredge 

 Janet Cassidy 

 Salvatore Torneo 

18  Tara Caskey 

22  Ken Bassham 

 Jean Belew 

 Tim Miller 

 Lance Phillips 

 Cameron Ramirez 

 Kenneth Shammpoe 

23 William Gardenhire 

 Nicole Trimm 

24  Charles Cooley 

 Rema Newsom 

29  Donald Munro 

 AJ Paiva 

30  Cynthia Cu 

31  Michelle Laskowski-

Acre 

 Patti Shipp 

 

 
Scott Wallace 

Scott has been the Lodge legal advisor 

through the Doris Patterson estate process. He 

also helped us in revising our RV user 

agreement. Scott has always been a phone call 

away in helping us in all things legal, and he 

has been vital in the advice he gives us. 

Thanks, Scott, for being an involved Elk. 

 

Kevin Lenahan 

Kevin took over bar operations back in April, 

and he got everything ready for food service 

from the kitchen. Unfortunately, the day we 

opened the kitchen was the same day the 

governor shut us back down. I know when we 

open back up, he'll be ready to go. Thanks, 

Kevin, for stepping up. That is what Elks do! 

 

A Special Thank You 

Even though she is not an Elk, over the years 

she has supported an Elk who has done and is 

doing great things: her husband, Russell Scott. 

Robin Scott helps keep everything in order for 

us in the office, and I know Kim and Dick 

appreciate all she’s done to help through this 

pandemic. She makes our job easier, and we 

are lucky to have her. She also decorated the 

E.R. office, and if I do say so myself, she did a 

great job. Thanks for all your help, Robin. 

  —Steve Conway, E.R. 

*Subject  to  change* 
As of the publication of the Elks Press, we are closed until further notice in accordance with safety 
guidelines from the State of Texas.  

We want to safely open back up as soon as possible. Stay tuned for more information.   



What is the Lodge Sweetheart program?  Well, I’m glad 

you ask. 

The Dallas 71 Sweetheart is the local representative for the 

Texas Elks Camp, which is a special-needs camp for kids. 

It is located in Ottine, just outside of Gonzalez, where the 

Texas “Come and Take It” flag originated. 

The campsite also happens to have a natural sulfur spring 

that continuously flows the cleanest and purest water in the United States. This clean water is the reason a polio hospital was built 

on this site, which is now the home of our very special Texas Elks Camp. It is a very special place. 

The Texas Elks Camp offers a weeklong camp for severely disabled kids with at least one counselor assigned to each child. And, 

it is the ONLY camp in Texas that accepts autistic kids. 

Help make a difference by donating and participating in local fundraising activities. We will have several fun raffles throughout 

the year and fun activities as COVID restrictions permit.  We currently have a 50/50 cash raffle—it’s only $5 per chance, and you 

can buy as many as you want.  Share with your fiends as this is open to everyone. You can send payments by Venmo @Krinna-

Kennett, PayPal to krinna03@yahoo.com, or mail in a check to the Lodge (be sure to note Sweetheart 50/50). 

https://dallas71.square.site/
https://dallas71.square.site/
mailto:krinna03@yahoo.com


Lodge Meeting  

August 25 
The Dallas 71 Board of Directors will 

determine whether these meetings 

will be in-person, virtual, or both. 

Watch the following for updates: 

• Facebook:  Dallas Elks Lodge #71 

• Text messages 

• Phone tree messages (calls come 

from 214-349-1971) 

 

If you have a question, contact ER 

Steve Conway at 214-762-0031 or  

Secretary Kim McDermott at  

972-523-5508. 

A message from our Treasurer: 

The Lodge has been required by Texas 

state COVID regulations to halt all of our income

-producing activities such as the bar, food 

service, Bingo and special events. While we had 

sufficient cash in our local bank accounts to 

operate for a time, the costs of Grand Lodge 

dues, pool maintenance, janitorial, and utilities 

have drawn down our bank balance so that we 

now must withdraw money from our long-term 

investment account.  We have approval from 

BPOE region and state authorities to withdraw up 

to $24,000 as needed. 

—Dick Reed, Treasurer 

Thought of the month 

 

You can improve  

your community by 

practicing random acts 

of KINDNESS.   



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bar opens  1 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bar opens  1 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 

 

 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
*******  

 

Bar opens 4 p.m.   
 
 

Boy Scouts 7 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
******* 

 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Ballroom Rental  

7 p.m.—9 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
***** 

FEED LAKE HIGHLANDS 
12:30—6:30 p.m. 

shifts 
 

Bar opens  4 p.m.  
Food service 4 p.m. 

***** 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bar opens  4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bar opens  4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodworking 1 p.m. 
 
 

Bar opens 1  p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

*Subject  to  change* 

At press time, the Lodge is closed (including the bar) and no functions are taking place 

inside our facilities.  

Some events (Lodge meetings, trivia, etc.) will be virtual. Otherwise, this calendar will 

take effect when we are allowed to resume normal or limited operations.  

Watch for text and phone alerts and check our Facebook page for information.  



 
 
 
 

Bar opens  1 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
Bridge: 10 a.m. 

*******  
 

Bar opens 4 p.m.   
 
 

Boy Scouts 7 p.m. 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
******* 

 
 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
*******  

Bar opens 4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bar opens 4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bar opens  4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 

 

Dallas Gourd Patch  
9 a.m.  
******* 

Bar opens 1  p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bar opens  1 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
*******  

 

Bar opens 4 p.m.   
 
 

Boy Scouts 7 p.m. 
 
 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
******* 

 
 

Ballroom Rental  
7 p.m.—9 p.m. 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
*******  

FEED LAKE HIGHLANDS 
12:30—5 p.m. shifts 

******* 
Bar opens 4 p.m. 

Food service 4 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bar opens  4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bar opens  4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bar opens 1 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Bar opens  1 p.m. 
Food service  

4 p.m. 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
*******  

Bar opens 4 
p.m.   

 
Boy Scouts 7 

p.m. 
 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
******* 

 
Bar opens 4 p.m. 

******* 

LODGE  
MEETING  

7:30 p.m. 

Bridge: 10 a.m. 
*******  

FEED LAKE HIGHLANDS 
12:30—5 p.m. shifts 

 
Bar opens 4 p.m. 

Food service 4 p.m. 
 

House Committee  
7 p.m.  (pool  

committee to follow) 

Nimble Thimbles:  
10 a.m. 

*******  
 

Bar opens 4 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
Bar opens 4 p.m. 

Food service 4 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bar opens  1 p.m. 
Food service 4 p.m. 

 
 Bar 

opens   
1 p.m. 

Food service  
4 p.m. 

Bridge: 
10 a.m. 

*******  
Bar opens  

4 p.m.   
Boy Scouts 7 p.m. 



Fellow Elks!!! July didn't exactly go as we planned since food and bar ser-
vice was temporarily suspended, but we want to thank you all for your contin-
ued support and patronage of the pool. Thank you to everyone who has helped 
in keeping the pool area a fun and safe place to unwind and take a break from it 
all. I know we can't wait to have all our favorite bartenders back poolside, but 
until then, please remember that alcoholic beverages should not be brought 
into the pool area. This is a violation of TABC regulations, and we do not want to 
offer any reason to delay full service once we are given the "all clear."  

The pool committee is busy updating some of our policies, so look out for an-
nouncements regarding updates to pool capacity, guests, pool parties, adult-
only swim times, and fundraising events for the pool. And get excited, because 
we’ve engaged a local company to design a 3D rendering of a new, reimagined 
pool space that promises to make you wonder if you just checked into an all-
inclusive resort! We're excited and we hope you are too! Once the plans come together, we’ll send out more in-
formation. This is a tremendous project, and it will take the entire Lodge to make our dream pool become a reali-
ty. We’ll need donations, fundraising events, and most importantly new members! So tell your friends. Tell your 
neighbors! Dallas Elks Lodge #71 is ready! 

Reach out to me at brandonbuchanan@hotmail.com or via Facebook if you’re interested in joining the waiting 
list for a private pool party.       —Brandon Buchanan, Pool Committee Chair 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the pool fund. As you can imagine, pool rev-

enue is down due to the pandemic and limited capacity/offerings. We still need MORE help.  

Remember, our annual dues do not cover the operating costs of the pool. We need ALL 

families to consider donating specifically to the pool to guarantee we keep it clean and safe, 

and to allow continuous improvements.  

The recommended donation is $75 per household, which can be made on the 

Dallas Elks #71 Square site. 

mailto:brandonbuchanan@hotmail.com
https://dallas71.square.site/
https://dallas71.square.site/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a4ae2dabf49-pool


 

 

After broadening its service during the COVID crisis, our community partner, Feed Lake Highlands, will return to its 

regular schedule starting in August. Program members will be provided pantry items on the 1st, 3rd, and 4th 

Wednesday of each month. As always, donations are appreciated. 

 

This past month, Dallas Elks #71 provided $550 of dried beans and rice to FLH, which was then distributed to needy 

families. In addition, I’d like to give special thanks to Ann Tate and her family, the Alvarez family, Loree Jackson, 

and Amy St. Peter for helping those in need by giving generously in either groceries, medical donations, or their 

time. As always, Elks step up when hard times call for community outreach. Please know that all contributions—

whether in goods or service hours--are appreciated. If you’d like to help, please contact Ashley Miller 

at ashmiller3@yahoo.com for more details 

Our goal for ENF donations is 
$20.00 per member. Right now, 
our member average in 
donations is $1.66.  Due to 
COVID-19, having fundraisers 
at the Lodge is going to be 
harder this year. So we ask that 
you please go online to make 
the donation. You can go 
directly to elks.org and under 
your login make the donation 
directly.  
Our Lodge's charities benefit 
from grants provided by Grand 
Lodge ENF. Last year we 
received $7,500 in grants, and 

we hop to get at least that much this year. Please donate 
today. 
Thanks in advance and stay safe. 

mailto:ashmiller3@yahoo.com
http://elks.org/


To ensure the safety of our members and guests, 

Bingo is on hold for now.  

We’re working to resume our weekly Bingo games as 

soon as safely possible. Watch Facebook for updates 
(and tell your friends)! 

Trivia will be VIRTUAL until further notice. 

Here’s how it works:   

• Form a team from home with friends or communi-

cate with teammates via text, FaceTime, etc. 

• Log on to GoToMeeting (watch Facebook and text 

alerts to see how to log on). 

• There are four rounds/eight questions per round. 

• Submit your answers via email (we’ll tell you where 

to sent them).  

Hope to see you on August 14 & 28! 

 



 When you come to the Lodge for meals and activities, please follow these to protect the health of our 
members. 

COVID-19 Lodge Guidelines 

Dallas Elks Lodge 71 

1. When entering the Lodge, please ensure everyone in your group sanitizes their hands with the 

sanitizer at the door. 

2. Members must wear face covering—mask, bandana, etc.—when entering or walking around 

the Lodge. 

3. When you’re at a table you can remove your face covering. When leaving the table, please 
wipe down with the provided disinfectant wipes. 

4. No shaking hands, hugging, fist bumps or high fives.  

5. Keep a safe distance from others—at least six feet when possible. 

6. Avoid touching your face, eyes, nose, and mouth. 

7. Cover your cough or sneeze into the bend of your elbow or a tissue, then throw the tissue in 

the trash. 

8. Stay home when you are sick (i.e., have a cough, fever, or shortness of breath) and avoid close 

contact with people who are sick. Encourage others to do the same. 

9. Wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer with at least 
60% alcohol frequently.  

10.People at higher risk should strongly consider staying home. Those at higher risk include the 

following: 

• People age 65 years and older 

• People who live in a nursing home or long-term care facility 

• People of any age with underlying health conditions, particularly if not well controlled, 
including: 

• Chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma 

• Serious heart conditions  

• Immunocompromising conditions 

• Severe obesity 

• Diabetes 

• Chronic kidney disease, or on dialysis 

• Liver disease 

 

It is up to each of us to protect others by using proper health and sanitation protocols. 

Let’s keep our Lodge safe for everyone. It starts with you! 



Follow us on  

Facebook!  

Search for  

Dallas Elks Lodge 
#71  
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8550 Lullwater Dr. 

Dallas, TX 75238 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY—TIME-SENSITIVE 


